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Bodies are 
political

• ‘Researcher positionality’

‘The self is not some kind of virus that 

contaminates the research…the self is the 

research tool…connected to the methods 

we deploy.’ (Cousin, 2010, p.10)

• ‘Field identity’ (Srivastava, 2006)
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Performing 
the body

• ‘Performativity’ (Butler, 1999)

• ‘Idealisation of mothers’, ‘maternal 

virtue’ (Rich, 1995; Rose, 2018)

• ‘Alien mothers…objects of visceral 

revulsion’ (Rose, 2018, p.167)

• ‘Recognition’ (Butler, 2004)



The 
pregnant 

body

‘…my body is and is not mine’

(Butler, 2004, p.21)

• ‘Women-centered worlds’ 

(Warren, 1988)

• IL(Legality)/Trust/Access



Concluding 
thoughts

Body 
matters:
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